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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant amends claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-10, 13-20 & 23-25. 
Claims 1 , 2, 4-6, 8-20 & 23-25 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 26 
October 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 4-6, 8-20 & 23-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. However, issues 
raised will be addressed. 

1 . The Examiner objected to claims 1 & 19 as containing informalities, the Examiner 
properly interpreted those claims past & present consistent with 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph; However, the Examiner objected to the claims as applicant merely recites in 
various instances of claims 1 & 1 9, "for" and not " means for;" this is for claim clarity. 



Application/Control Number: 10/519,846 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2435 

The fact that the Examiner may not have specifically responded to any particular 
arguments made by Applicant and Applicant's Representative, should not be construed 
as indicating Examiner's agreement therewith. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 recites, at least, " means for receiving grouped device identification information 
and key information, for receiving key information, ... and for receiving the license" 

The claim should probably read, " means for receiving grouped device 
identification information and key information, means for receiving key information, ... 
and means for receiving the license" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 9-15, 17, 19, 20 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Tanaka et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2002/01 1 4466 A1 ), 
hereinafter referred to as Tanaka, in view of Alain et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 
2003/0110131 A1), hereinafter referred to as Alain, in further view of Sitaraman et al 
(U.S. Pat 6430619 B1), hereinafter referred to as Sitaraman. 

Re claim 1 : Tanaka teaches an information device comprising: 
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means for storing an encrypted content (117; 1J16; H83, right column) and a license 
0J8); means for reading out the license based on the encrypted content (11105); means 
for reading out the grouped device identification information based on the license OP 08; 
1J271), means for reading out the key information based on the grouped device 
identification information (1f108; H271); and means for decrypting the encrypted content 
based on the key information (Fig 6, elt S46; 1f108; H266-H268). 

However, Tanaka does not expressly disclose means for receiving grouped 
device identification information, means for receiving key information, in response to a 
transmission of device identification information of the information device. 

Alain teaches means for receiving grouped device identification information [Fig 
2c. 1, elements: "Group B," "Group C;" Fig 2c.2, elements: "group ID," "user/group ID;" 
11103], means for receiving key information [Fig 2c.1, elements: "File Key B," "File Key 
C;" Fig 2c. 2, element "file key;" IP 03] 0173), in response to a transmission of device 
identification information of the information device (page 19, right column, lines 1-15); 
and for receiving the license based on the grouped device identification information (Fig 
2c.1;H73; IP 02). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka with the teachings of 
Alain, for the purpose of securely providing digital content to a plurality of devices 
wherein the devices are owned by a single user. Both references are within the same 
realm of endeavor as both references are directed to securely distributing digital content 
to a plurality of users. 
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The combination of Tanaka and Alain does not expressly disclose a 
determination that fewer than a predetermined number of information devices are 
associated with the grouped device identification information. 

Sitaraman teaches a determination that fewer than a predetermined number of 
information devices are associated with the grouped device identification information 
(col 5, lines 44-47; col 5, lines 57-67; col 6, lines 27-31; col 6, lines 55-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka and Alain with the 
teachings of Sitaraman, for the purpose of limiting the number of simultaneous 
communications sessions and sustaining high QoS to a plurality of devices; Sitaraman 
establishes limiting the number of connecting / communicating devices to prevent 
"denial of service." 

Re claim 2 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the license 
includes license identification information (Tanaka: Fig 5, particularly elt: "Lie. ID;" Fig 8) 
and the group device identification information (Alain: Fig 2c. 1, elements: 238, "Id B," "id 
C" & "id D"). 

Re claim 4 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches means for 
transmitting the transmission to an information server (Tanaka: Fig 1 , elt 2; 1f3; 1J73). 

Re claim 5 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the means 
for receiving receives the grouped device identification information and the key 
information from the information server (Alain: Fig 2C.1, elt 238; 1f1 70-^1 71). 
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Re claim 6 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches means for 
storing stores the device identification information, which uniquely identifies the 
information device from the information devices (Tanaka: 1J14; 111 13). 

Re claim 10 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the key 
information, corresponds to a device node key allocated to the information devices, the 
device node key being a node in a bottom layer among a plurality of node keys in a 
hierarchical tree structure, wherein each of the plurality of node keys is encrypted and 
corresponds to a different node in the hierarchical tree structure, which branches off 
from a top layer to the bottom layer, the encrypted content, is multiply encrypted by 
each of the plurality of node keys on a path in the hierarchical tree structure from the 
device node key to a root key, the root key being one of the plurality of node keys in the 
top layer of the hierarchical tree structure, and the means for reading out sequentially 
decrypts each of the node keys on the path from the bottom layer to the top layer in the 
hierarchical tree structure, using the key information as the device node key to obtain 
the root key, and then decrypts the encrypted content by using the obtained root key 
(Tanaka: Figs 12, 18A, 18B & 18C; fl37-fl40). 

Re claim 1 1 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the 
encrypted content, is encrypted by a content key that is encrypted by the root key, and 
the means for reading out decrypts the content key by using the root key, and then 
decrypts the encrypted content using the content key (Alain: 1J63-U64; Tanaka: 1[1 1). 
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Re claim 12 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the 
encrypted content, includes at lest one of text data, still image data, moving image data, 
or voice data (Alain: 1J58). 

Re claim 13, 20 and 23-25 : Claims 13, 20 and 23-25 are rejected under similar 
grounds as those provided in claim 1 supra. 

Re claim 14 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches means 
for transmitting a license based on the grouped device identification information, the 
license identifying the grouped device identification information and being identified by 
the encrypted content (Alain: Fig 2c.1 ; 1(73; 1J102). 

Re claim 15 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches the 
means for determing refuses a device registration request from an information device, 
after a number of the information devices reaches the predetermined number 
(Sitaraman: col 5, lines 44-47; col 5, lines 57-67; col 6, lines 27-31; col 6, lines 55-61). 

Re claim 17 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches means 
for determining whether to charge for transmitting the license from the information 
server (Tanaka: 1J74), based on whether the grouped device identification information 
has been provided by the information server (Tanaka: 1J74; H160). 

Re claims 9 and 18 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches 
information devices are owned by one user (Alain: IP 75). 

3. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2002/01 14466 A1), hereinafter referred to as Tanaka, 
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Alain et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2003/01 10131 A1), hereinafter referred to as Alain and 
Sitaraman et al (U.S. Pat 6430619 B1), hereinafter referred to as Sitaraman, in further 
view of Oho et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2002/0184515 A1), hereinafter referred to as Oho. 

Re claim 8 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches all the 
limitations of claim 6 as previously stated. 

However, Oho teaches means for requesting the information server to delete 
from the information server the unique device identification information (Oho: 1167; 1J233; 
H235). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman 
with the teachings of Oho, for the purpose of transferring content licenses from one 
device to another device. 

Re claim 16 : The combination of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman teaches all the 
limitations of claim 14 as previously stated. 

However, Oho teaches means for determining deletes the device identification 
information, which is specified by a device registration deletion request from the one of 
the plurality of information devices (1f67; 1J233; 11235). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka, Alain and Sitaraman 
with the teachings of Oho, for the purpose of providing limiting the number of devices 
while sustaining high QoS to a plurality of devices. 
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4. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oho et 
al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2002/0184515 A1), hereinafter referred to as Oho in view of Alain 
et al (U.S. Pat App Pub 2003/01 10131 A1), hereinafter referred to as Alain, in further 
view of Sitaraman et al (U.S. Pat 643061 9 B1 ), hereinafter referred to as Sitaraman. 

Re claim 19 : Oho teaches an information processing system, comprising: 

an information server fl[2; 1f172); and 

an information device configured to receive a service from the information server 
through communication lines fl[7), wherein, the information server includes, 

means for providing key information in response to a receipt of device 
identification information of an information device (Fig 11, particularly steps S21, S22 & 
S217), the grouped device identification information identifying the key information (Fig 
7A & 7B; H109), the key information decrypting an encrypted content (); 

means for storing the encrypted content, the license, the grouped device 
identification information, and the key information (Fig 2, see at least elts 1 1 1 , 1 13 & 
114; Fig 7A). 

However, Alain teaches means for transmitting a license based on the grouped 
device identification information [Fig 2c.1, elements: "Group B," "Group C;" Fig 2c. 2, 
elements: "group ID," "user/group ID;" IP 03] (If 73; IP 02), the license identifying the 
grouped device identification information [Fig 2B, elts 222, 229 & 230] and being 
identified by the encrypted content [Fig 2B, elt 224] (Fig 2B, elts 222 & 229), and the 
information device includes, 
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means for reading out the license based on the encrypted content, for reading 
out the grouped device identification information based on the license for reading out 
the key information based on the grouped device identification information, and for 
decrypting the encrypted content based on the key information (Fig 4C, elts: 462-466, 
468 & 470). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka with the teachings of 
Alain, for the purpose of securely providing digital content to a plurality of devices 
wherein the devices are owned by a single user. Both references are within the same 
realm of endeavor as both references are directed to securely distributing digital content 
to a plurality of users. 

Sitaraman teaches means for determining that fewer than the predetermined 
number of information devices are associated with the grouped device identification 
information and means for determining whether fewer than a predetermined number of 
information devices are associated with grouped device identification information (col 5, 
lines 44-47; col 5, lines 57-67; col 6, lines 27-31; col 6, lines 55-61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the teachings of Tanaka and Alain with the 
teachings of Sitaraman, for the purpose of limiting the number of simultaneous 
communications sessions and sustaining high QoS to a plurality of devices; Sitaraman 
establishes limiting the number of connecting / communicating devices to prevent 
"denial of service." 
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Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses to fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the text of the passage taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat App Pub 2002/0107806 A1 
U.S. Pat App Pub 2004/0103303 A1 
U.S. Pat App Pub 2004/0215735 A1 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DARREN SCHWARTZ whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3850. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on (571)272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ID. SJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2435 
/Kimyen Vu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2435 



